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PA I N T  T H E  F R O N T

D O O R

Boost curb appeal with a can of
paint and a free
afternoon. Painting the front
door refreshes the look of your
whole home. It’s easiest to paint a
door by removing it from the
hinges and laying it flat. Be sure
to give it a good cleaning and
sanding before you prime and
paint it.

R E CAU L K  T H E

BAT H R O O M

If the caulk in your bathroom is
looking dingy, discolored, or cracked,
it's time to remove it and start fresh.
Whether it's around your sink,
bathtub, or shower, old caulk can
grow mildew and cause damage by
leaking water—especially between
the tub and bathroom floor. Remove
the old caulk, clean the space well,
and replace it with a new layer. A
good caulk seal will last up to 10
years.

AD D  O P E N  S H E L V I N G

Outfit an empty stretch of wall space
in the kitchen with open shelves to
display decorative items or hold
frequently used items, such as coffee
mugs. You can find laminated shelf
boards for about $10 each. If you've
got the time to peruse a flea market,
save cash with vintage wood shelves
that you can repaint and install.

S T E P  U P  S T O RAG E

Plastic bins are a versatile and
inexpensive way to restore order in
almost every in-home trouble spot.
Using clear bins for storage in a
pantry or for a closet gift-wrap
station, for example, is an easy way
to take inventory and identify items
at a glance. Use labels to ensure
everything stays tidy and easy to
access.



O R GAN I Z E  T H E

GARAG E

Take advantage of space between
the studs of your garage for
storage. Use scrap pieces of
lumber to fashion shelves to hold
spray paint or other small items.
Use hooks to hang tools, garden
equipment, and project supplies.
Bungee cords hold long items like
shovels and rakes in place and
prevent them from falling on the
floor—or your car!

M E N D  Y O U R

WAL K WAY

Cracks and gaps in sidewalks and
walkways can quickly expand
throughout the year. Not only will a
patch job make your pathway look
nice, but it'll also make it safer for
visitors and passersby. Fix your
sidewalk or driveway with a patching
compound specifically made for
cement.

TAC K L E  T R I M W O R K

You might not be able to install new
trimwork in your home for $20, but
you can make improvements to what
you already have. Replace
mismatched, missing, or damaged
moldings, end caps, quarter rounds,
or baseboard. Curved areas might
require a special piece or trim made
of an alternate material.14 of 25NEXT
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U P DAT E  T H E  H O U S E

N U M B E R S

All it takes is a screwdriver and a few
minutes to give your front door a
personality-filled facelift. Change out
poorly operating door hardware or
make house numbers more readable
for a pretty, practical update on the
cheap.



R E P LAC E

S W I T C H P LAT E S

Replace a plastic switchplate with
a wood, metal, or ceramic cover to
make a visual statement. Some
switchplates are even textured to
blend in with marble, tile, or stone
surfaces. Do this for light
switches, electrical outlets, and
phone and cable jacks.

 

These 10 improvements might not
cost a lot, but they'll make a big
difference in how your home
operates. Try one or more of these
projects this weekend to make your
home look (and function) its best.

AD D  A  C H EAP

BAC K S P LAS H

Turn a large vintage map into a
distinctive backdrop that makes a
statement.. If you're a renter or have
boring ceramic tiles in your kitchen,
use peel-and-stick decals to add less
permanent flair in a flash.
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